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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 12/22/2004 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

As to claims 1-18 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2 nd paragraph, as failing to 
set forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. Applicant 
argues, "...the claim does not recite that the memory/buffer is active in the combination 
of data. Rather, the claim recites that data is combined therein (i.e., the data is 
combined within the memory/buffer). As an analogy, consider a method for mixing 
water with wine in a glass, where the glass itself is not active in the mixing process, but 
the liquids are still mixed within the glass." 

In response to Applicant' s analogy, the Examiner fully agrees with Applicant's 
analogy and further believes that Applicant' s analogy is very educational and 
entertaining; however, the Examiner respectfully still do not see the 
correlation/relationship between "a method for mixing water with wine in a glass..." and 
Applicant' s claim "a method of processing video data in a receiver... passing graphics 
data stored in the graphics buffer area to the data buffer area for combination with 
display data stored therein." 

As to Applicant' s remark "...the claim does not recite that the memory/buffer is 
active in the combination of data. Rather, the claim recites that data is combined 
therein (i.e., the data is combined within the memory/buffer)", the Examiner respectfully 
agrees with Applicant that the claim recites that data is combined therein (i.e., the data 
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is combined within the memory/buffer); however, one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not know how a memory/"data buffer area" is not active in the combination of data, as 
indicated by Applicant, and yet the data is combined within the memory/buffer. 
Applicant is requested to further elaborate how data is combined therein (i.e., the data 
is combined within the memory/buffer) beside Applicant' s analogy because one of 
ordinary skill in the art would not know, how? Furthermore, Applicant' s Fig. 6 indicates 
that data is combined outside of the buffer areas 43, 44 and 45 with "mixing circuit" 
50, 51 and "combining circuit" 53 (Applicant' s specification at page 15, lines 30-page 
16, lines 15) and yet Applicant's remark indicates the contrary (i.e., the data is 
combined within the memory/buffer). 

Applicant is, again, respectfully requested to either clarify how/where claims 1 
and 1 1' s limitation corresponds to the scope and disclosure of Applicant' s specification 
beside Applicant 's analogy or amend the claim language to better reflect Applicant 's 
disclosure. In the mean time, the Examiner maintains the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 
§112, 2 nd paragraph. 

As to the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) and 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a), 
Applicant's argument is moot, since claims 1-19 still stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
112, 2 nd paragraph, as discussed above and from the previous Office Action in which 
prior art is applied to applicant claims as best understood in view of the 35 U.S.C. §112, 
2 nd paragraph rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Limitation in claim 1, "...said method comprising passing graphics data stored in 
the graphics buffer area to the data buffer area for combination with display data stored 
therein" and limitation in claim 11, "...and means for passing graphics data stored in the 
graphics buffer area to the data buffer area for combination with display data stored 
therein" do not correspond to the scope and disclosure of Applicant's specification 
(page 15, lines 30-page 16, lines 15) and Fig. 6. Applicant's Fig. 6 seems to indicate 
that the combination of data is done outside of the buffer areas 43, 44 and 45 with 
"mixing circuit" 50, 51 and "combining circuit" 53 (page 15, lines 30-page 16, lines 
15). It is unclear how a memory/buffer with stored data is able to mix/combine data 
stored therein, as claimed, beside of storing data. Further clarification from Applicant is 
required. 

Claim 3 in lines 2-3 and Claim 14 in lines 3-4 recites the limitation "the other data 
buffer sub-area". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 
Appropriate correction from Applicant is required. 
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Moreover, it is unclear the difference or similarity between the other data buffer 
sub-area (that stores incoming data) and the other data buffer sub-area (that receives 
the passable graphics data). Further clarification and correction of the claim language 
from Applicant is required. 

The following art rejection is applied to applicant claims as best understood in 
view of the 35 U.S.C. §112, 2 nd paragraph rejection above. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 2, Line 1, limitation "the data buffer" should be changed to -- the data 
buffer area --. 

Claim 4, line 1, limitation the "data buffer two sub-area" should be changed - the 
two data buffer sub-areas-. 

Claim 16, line 3-4, limitation "from a selected on of the graphics buffer sub-area" 
should be changed to -- from a selected one of the graphics sub-areas --. 

Appropriate correction from Applicant is required. 

Priority 

Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). The certified copy has been filed in parent Application No. 
09/674079, filed on 10/25/2000. 
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Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show 
labels of all the elements in Fig. 1, i.e., element 3 should be labeled "MPEG-2 
Compressor"; element 4 should be labeled "Multiplexer & Scrambler"; etc... as 
described in the specification page 7. 

Any structural detail that is essential for a proper understanding of the disclosed 
invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). Corrected drawing 
sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to 
avoid abandonment of the application. 

Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-7, and 11-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being unpatentable by 
O'Sullivan (EP 0752695 A2). 

Claim 1 , O'Sullivan discloses a method of processing video data in a 
receiver/decoder comprising at least one port for receiving data (page 2, lines 11-13) 
and memory means comprising a data buffer area (Fig. 2; Video memory 46) for 
storing incoming data for display (page 6, lines 47-page 7, lines 38), and a graphics 
buffer area (Fig. 2; Graphic memory 36) for storing graphics data (page 5, lines 28- 
54), said method comprising passing graphics data stored in the graphics buffer 
area to the data buffer area for combination with display data stored therein (page 7, 
lines 47-48). 

Claim 2, O'Sullivan further discloses wherein the data buffer area (Video 
memory 46) comprises two data buffer sub-areas (Banks A-D), said incoming 
display data being directed into one of said data buffer sub-areas at a time (page 6, 
lines 47-54). 

Claim 3, O'Sullivan further discloses wherein the two data buffer sub-areas 
(Banks A-D) are interchanged so that further incoming display data is stored in the 
other data buffer sub-area (page 6, lines 28-30) and graphics data stored in the 
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graphics buffer area is passed to the other data buffer sub-area (page 5, lines 47- 
54). 

Claim 4, O'Sullivan further discloses wherein the data buffer two sub-areas 
(Banks A-D) are interchanged immediately after graphics data stored in graphics 
buffer area (Graphic memory 36) is passed to one of the data buffer sub-areas 
(page 7, lines 29-30). 

Claim 5, O'Sullivan further discloses wherein graphics buffer area (Graphic 
memory 36) comprises a plurality of graphics buffer sub-areas in which graphics 
data is stored (see Fig. 2, elements 58 and 60), graphics data being passed to the 
data buffer area (Video memory 46) from a selected one of the graphics buffer sub- 
areas (page 5, lines 47-54). 

Claim 6, O'Sullivan further discloses wherein the combined graphics and 
display data is further combined with other received data (screen layout) to provide 
video data (page 7, lines 47-58). 

Claim 7, O'Sullivan further discloses wherein graphics data stored in the 
graphics buffer area (Graphic memory 36) is passed into the data buffer area (Video 
memory 46) for combination with display data stored therein immediately before the 
thus combined graphics and display data is combined with said other received data 
(page 6, lines 12-18). 

Claim 1 1 , a receiver/decoder of claim 1 1 is analyzed with respect to method 
claim 1 . 
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Claim 12, wherein said data buffer area of claim 12 is analyzed with respect 
to method claim 2. 

Claim 13, O'Sullivan further discloses control means (Fig. 2, el. 31), the 
directing means being arranged to direct incoming display data to one of the data 
buffer sub-areas as specified by said control means (page 5, lines 8-27). 
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Claim 19, O'sullivan further discloses reception system including a 
receiver/decoder according to Claim 1 1 and means for broadcasting (page 2, lines 
11-12 and 38-48; video source, i.e., Television broadcaster not shown) said data. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 



O'Sullivan (EP 0752695 A2) in view of Blonstein et al. (US 5835156). 
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Claim 8, O'Sullivan further discloses wherein the video data comprises four 
layers of data such as combined graphic data and video data on a display of Fig. 2; 
video data; and graphic data said combined graphics and display data comprising 
one of said layers (page 3, lines 49-page 4, lines 4). 

O'Sullivan does not clearly disclose a cursor for the user to select or interact 
with element displays on the screen. 

Blonstein discloses a cursor for the user to select or interact with element 
displays on the screen (Fig. 5, 7-10 with cursor 804; Col. 9, lines 5-51). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify O'Sullivan with Blonstein so to provide to facilitate user of 
selecting any option available on a GUI interface of the display (Col. 2, lines 43-62). 

Claim 9, O'Sullivan (page 6, lines 12-18 and page 7, lines 47-48) in view of 
Blonstein (Fig. 5, 7-10) further discloses wherein the four layers of data comprise 
said combined graphics and display data layer (both graphic and video pixel data), a 
stills data layer (graphic pixel data), a moving image data layer (video pixel data), 
and a cursor data layer (see Blonstein above analysis). 

Claim 10, Blonstein further discloses wherein the moving image data layer and 
the display data comprise at least part of an MPEG data stream (see Fig. 5, el. 316). 



Conclusion 
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THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai Tran whose telephone number is 703-308-7372. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher C. Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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